
The Full Snow Moon of 2023:
Smallest 'micromoon' of the year

rises tonight
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Februa�'s Full Snow Moon rises on Sunday (Feb.

5) and will be the smallest full moon of the year,

thanks to the current position of the moon in its

orbit. Its distance from Ea�h will make this Snow

Moon a "micromoon," the opposite of a

supermoon. While most obse�ers won't be able

to tell a di�erence with the unaided eye, this

month's full moon will appear up to 14% smaller

than a supermoon.

The Full Snow Moon will occur Sunday at 1�28

p.m. (1828 GMT) and will be positioned in the Leo

constellation. In New York City, the full moon will

rise at 5�10 p.m. (2210 GMT) and will reach its

highest point in the sky just after midnight. For

skywatchers who don't want to brave the cold

Februa� evening to see the full moon, the Vi�ual

Telescope Project will host a free telescope



livestream beginning Sunday (Feb. 5) at 11 a.m.

EST (1600 GMT).

Februa�'s Full Snow Moon might technically be a

micromoon, but it will nonetheless shine brightly

in the night sky. While the light of the full moon

will obscure some dimmer and more distant

objects from view, the skies will also be graced on

Sunday night by the presence of several bright

planets.

Jupiter will be bright and well-positioned for

viewing for most of the night for skywatchers in

mid-no�hern latitudes that include the United

States, as will Mars. From New York City, Jupiter

should appear in the southwestern skies around

7�00 p.m. local time and will set around 9�30, while

Mars will be to the south. At around 6�00 p.m. EST

(2300 GMT), Venus will be ve� bright in the

evening sky until it sets some 90 minutes later .

While you're out gazing at the bright full moon,

be sure to look over at the Orion constellation.

The Hunter is visible for most of the night



throughout Februa� and will begin high in the

east-southeast each night. Taurus and Gemini will

be visible near Orion, as will Canis Major, home of

the brightest star in the sky, Sirius. Each of these

constellations will be bright enough to not be

overwhelmed by the light of the full moon, even in

areas with light pollution.

If you want to get some great shots of Februa�'s

Full Snow Moon, be sure not to miss our guide on

how to photograph the moon for the best lunar

photography tips and tricks we've found. We also

have guides on the best cameras for

astrophotography and best lenses for

astrophotography if you need to gear up for this

or other celestial events.


